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CHANGING ROLE FOR CUSTOMS

Å Traditional approach: primary concern of customs 

are fiscal matters and revenue collection

Å New tasks and new challenges 

due to increasing concerns for safety and security
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MISSION OF CUSTOMS

Å protecting the financial interests of the Community and its 
Member States; 

Å protecting the Community from unfair and illegal trade while 
supporting legitimate business activity;

Å ensuring the security and safety of citizens, and the 
environment, where appropriate in close co - operation with 
other authorities;

Å facilitating international trade.
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CHALLENGE FOR CUSTOMS

In the light of the new tasks, customs have to ensure, among 

other:

Å Protection of citizens and their interests while facilitating 

legitimate trade

Å Fight against trans - border crime and terrorism

Å Interoperable IT systems as a means to fight fraud and 

increase security while not hindering trade

Å Facilitation of legitimate trade and offer best possible service 

to traders
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Objectives and Principles:

Å standards that provide security and facilitation

Å integrated supply chain management for all modes 
of transport

Å improved risk management through strengthened 
co - operation between customs administrations 

Å ensure that data can be electronically exchanged

Å strengthened customs - to - business co - operation
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EU Customs Security Initiatives

Security amendments to the Community 
Customs Code (Regulation (EC) No 648/2005 of 13 April 2005)

Å require traders to provide customs authorities with 
information on goods prior to import to or export from the 
European Union

Å provide reliable traders with trade facilitation measures 
(AEO - concept)

Å introduce a mechanism for setting uniform Community 
risk - selection criteria for controls, supported by 
computerised systems

Å Improved export controls
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The EC "Security Amendment"

The security provisions apply:

ÅRisk -Management framework as of 7th day after publication 
(=26/12/2006)

ÅAEO as of 1 January 2008

ÅAll other provisions (including pre -arrival/departure 
declarations and data elements) as of 1 July 2009
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Modernised Customs code will:

üStreamline and reduce number of Customs procedures

üFacilitate paperless environment for Customs and Trade

üPromote the concept of centralised clearance

üCreate basis for development of the Single Window and 

One - Stop - Shop  concepts

üStreamline and harmonise further the Customs guarantee systems
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Overall objective is international end - to -
end supply chain security through

ÅMutual recognition of equivalent 
security standards and controls

ÅMutual recognition of equivalent 
authorised economic operator concepts
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EC Customs approach on security

CONTROL STANDARDS TRADE FACILITATION

Commonly agreed control 

standards and risk indicators

Close cooperation with other 

services and customs 

administrations of third 

countries

Authorised Economic Operator 

(AEO) Programme

Simplified customs procedures

Facilitation on security requirements

Objective:
Mutual recognition of AEO status

(benefits in the global supply chain)

Objective:
Mutual recognition of security 

standards and control results
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International Customs Co - operation

Å Strengthen customs co - operation in view of 
improving security and facilitating trade

Å Promote the use of best practices

Å Share reliable data for risk analysis

Å Aims at reciprocal systems and at mutual 
recognition through international agreements

Å Supporting the WCO SAFE Framework 


