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CONFERENCE INVITATION

The European Centre for International Political Economy (ECIPE) is an 
independent and non-profit policy research think tank dedicated to trade policy 
and other international economic policy issues of importance to Europe. 

ECIPE is rooted in the classical tradition of free trade and an open world economic 
ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 9/Lt9Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ
particularly in Europe, to rigorous scrutiny of costs and benefits, and to present 
conclusions in a concise, readily accessible form to the European public. 

²Ŝ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴέ ςlargely lacking in Europe ςso that 
better public awareness and understanding of complex issues in concrete 
situations can lead to intelligent discussion and improved policies. 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 9/Lt9Ωǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ

THE MULTILATERAL TRADE REGIME: 

WHICH WAY FORWARD?

Discussion of the Report of the First 

Warwick Commission, 2007

The conference is co-hosted by ECIPE and the European Union 

Framework 6 Network of Excellence on Global Governance, 

Regionalism and Regulation (GARNET)



The Multilateral Trade Regime: 
Which Way Forward?
Discussion of the Report of the First Warwick Commission, 2007

The report of the first Warwick Commission was published in late 2007, with 
the aim of sparking a lively and positive debate about the issues facing the 
world trade system today. 

The Warwick Commissions have been charged with carrying out independent 
analyses of issues of global importance, with the goal of making practical and 
realistic recommendations about how to move them forward. This discussion 
taking place in Brussels is part of a process of testing their first report against 
the realities of global trade and the problems that policymakers face.  

The two longer sessions will delve into two of the main themes ςdecision 
making in global economic governance and the future of preferential trading 
arrangements ςareas where many questions have already been raised, but 
where proactive answers and innovative solutions are what is required. 

Many of the Warwick Commissioners involved in the production of the report 
will be present, including some prominent and experienced figures. But the 
floor will be open to all present to discuss and question their key findings and 
recommendations. The conference is followed by a reception, further 
extending the opportunity for all participants to discuss the report with its 
authors and how it can be put to practical use in considering the way forward 
for the multilateral trade regime. 

The Warwick Commission report can be found here: 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/research/warwickcommission/

WELCOME!

DATE May 7th , 2008
TIME 13.30 ς17.30 (followed by drinks reception)
VENUE Hotel Silken Berlaymont, Boulevard Charlemagne 11 ς19, Brussels
RSVP    By May 5th to ECIPE: info@ecipe.org

The conference is free of charge
CHAIR Pierre Defraigne

PROGRAMME

www.ecipe.org

13:30 Welcoming Remarks
RazeenSally, Director, ECIPE

13:35 tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊǿƛŎƪ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
The Multilateral Trade Regime: Which Way Forward?
Richard Higgott

14:00 Panel Discussion: Session one
How does/can decision making in the WTO reflect and enhance multi-
polar global economic governance?

Presentation by Warwick Commissioner Pierre Sauvé
Discussants: RazeenSally andDr. Manfred Elsig

15:30 Coffee/tea break

16:00 Panel Discussion: Session two
Multilateralising preferential trade agreements? How to support an 
open multilateral trade regime?

Presentation by Warwick Commissioner Dr HeribertDieter
Discussants:K-F Falkenberg(TBC)and Roberto Eichandi

17:30 Endnote and drinks reception

Participants:
Pierre Defraigne Warwick Commissioner and Director of the French Institute for 

International Relations (Ifri)
Richard Higgott Director, The Warwick Commission and Pro Vice Chancellor, 

University of Warwick
Pierre Sauvé Warwick Commissioner and Senior Research Fellow at the World 

Trade Institute (WTI) in Switzerland
Dr Heribert DieterWarwick Commissioner and professor at the Free University of 

Berlin
Karl-F Falkenberg Deputy Director General, DG Trade
Roberto Eichandi Costa Rican Ambassador to Brussels
Razeen Sally Director of ECIPE
Dr. Manfred Elsig Senior Research Fellow World Trade Institute, Bern


