The European Centre for International Political Economy (ECIPE) is an Janua ry 1 5, 2008, Brussels
independent and non-profit policy research think tank dedicated to trade
policy and other international economic policy issues of importance to Europe.

ECIPE is rooted in the classical tradition of free trade and an open world
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particularly in Europe, to rigorous scrutiny of costs and benefits, and to present
conclusions in a concise, readily accessible form to the European public.
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better public awareness and understanding of complex issues in concrete
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HOW TO FOSTER REFORM AND
CAPACITY IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES?
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10:00 | Welcoming remarks
Fredrik Erixon
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Peter Balas

10:40 ¢NI RS FIOAEAGFOGAZ2YY 6KRG 62N) ax
J Michael Finger

11:10 Coffee, tea and snacks

11:30 | Trade facilitation: how can developing countries improve performance?
Sheila Page

11:45 Doing business in developing countries
Adrian van den Hoven

12:00 | Trade facilitation and the WTO
Roderick Abbott

12:15 Panel discussion

12:50 End note

Roderick Abbott, former Deputy Director General of the WTO

Peter Balas, Deputy Director General of DG Trade, European Commission

Fredrik Erixon (chair), Director of the European Centre for International Political
Economy (ECIPE)

J Michael Finger, former Lead Economist and chief, Trade Policy Research Group, the
World Bank

Adrian van den Hoven, Director of the International Relations Department,

Business Europe

Sheila Page, Senior Research Associate at the International Economic Development
Group, Overseas Development Insititute
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Trade facilitation has been among the more active topics in the Doha
negotiations. Simplifying and reducing trade procedures through
vmultjlavt [ reglonalcy bilateral injtiatives lead to a better trade climate.

RBgnl?ﬂ% ald r%alnl {% de@e%plng and emerging markets.

Trade facilitation initiatives hold greater potential benefits in terms of
promoting trade, than many traditional market access initiatives. What is
less clear is how this should be achieved ¢ should new obligations be
imposed within the WTO, or should national efforts be at the forefront of
new initiatives? And how should either of these be structured and financed?

At this seminar, noted trade economist Michael Finger will present his new
ECIPE study on the role of a WTO agreement in promoting trade facilitation.
Finger outlines what measures would be of most benefit to developing and
emerging markets and what would be feasible, before looking at the
potential obstacles to a successful and meaningful WTO agreement. With
contributions from high-level panellists, the debate should be stimulating, in
this highly topical area of current trade negotiations.

WELCOME!

January 15, 2008
10:00 ¢ 13:00
Hotel EuroFlat, Blvd Charlemagne 50, Brussels

By January 14 to info@ecipe.org

The conference is free of charge
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